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This department welcomes correspondence, brief announcements, 
and article-length descriptions of collections of publications, 
correspondence, and archival material relevant to the history of 
mathematics. Manuscripts describing major collections (covering 
such matters as acquisition, size, scope, state of cataloging, 
current and future availability, and so on) should follow the 
same standards as other articles. They will be abstracted and 
indexed like other articles, and authors will be supplied with 
free reprints. 
THE MATHEMATICAL PAPERS AND LIBRARY 
OF SIR EDWARD COLLINGWOOD IN THE UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM 
By I. Grattan-Guinness 
Middlesex Polytechnic at Enfield, England 
Sir Edward Collingwood (1900-1970) is best known among 
mathematicians for his work on integral functions, cluster sets 
and prime ends. His work is surveyed in the obituaries by 
Cartwright and Hayman [1971] and Hayman [1972], and there is 
another very fine unpublished obituary delivered to the London 
Mathematical Society on 15 April 1971 by Sir Edward's close 
colleague A.J. Lohwater. 
Sir Edward belonged to a distinguished and wealthy Northum- 
berland family. After taking his first degree at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, he taught briefly at Aberystwyth during the reign of 
W.H. Young, and then travelled abroad on a scholarship before 
taking a Fellowship at his old college. But in 1932 he was 
given the responsibility of running the family estate at Lilburn 
Tower, near Alnwick in Northumberland, and from then on he was 
much preoccupied with its administration and related commitments. 
He was High Sheriff of Northumberland in 1937. He worked for 
many years on hospital management boards in the North-East of 
England, and also devoted much of his time in later life to the 
Medical Research Council. He was closely involved in the 
organisation of the University to which he made the bequest that 
is our present concern. 
Sir Edward left his mathematical library and papers to the 
Mathematics Department of the University of Durham, where they 
are now kept in a special room. The collection of manuscripts 
is not complete and comes mostly from his last twenty years. 
It is sorted into the following sections: 
(1) General correspondence, including substantial sections 
for Dame Mary Cartwright, F. Gehring, A.J. Lohwater, G. Piranian, 
W. Rudin, W. Ryan and Mrs. R.C.H. Tanner. 
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(2) The manuscripts of his translation of the lectures of 
G. Valiron [1923]. Three of the appendices are largely his own 
work. 
(3) Draft manuscripts, notes and proof pages of the book 
The Theory of Cluster Sets, which he wrote with Lohwater and 
published in 1966. 
(4) Manuscripts and drafts of his own published papers, 
including notes on related topics and on others’ work. 
(5) A collection of offprints of his published papers. 
(6) Volumes of notes for lectures apparently delivered at 
Cambridge, and notes for individual lectures given at meetings. 
(7) Files of documents related to international conferences 
and colloquia. 
(8) A file connected with the work of the Department of 
Machine Intelligence at the University of Edinburgh. Sir Edward 
contributed a preface to the first volume published by the unit 
[Collingwood 19671. 
(9) Two files of historical notes. One of these is his 
Gibson memorial lecture on “[Georg] Cantor and the analysts,” 
which he delivered at the University of Glasgow on 30 November 
1961 but never completed for publication. The other is prepara- 
tory material for an unfinished article on George Green 
commissioned by the Dictionary of Scientific Biography. 
Sir Edward subscribed to 84 mathematical periodicals. They 
are now deposited in the Department of Mathematics, which is 
endeavouring to continue to subscribe to as many as possible. 
There is also a large collection of books, which cover a wide 
range of mathematical subjects. Naturally those branches of 
mathematical analysis and function theory in which he worked are 
particularly well covered, but there are also considerable 
numbers of volumes for other areas, including many books on the 
history of mathematics (in which he had a deep interest) and a 
large number of collected or selected works of mathematicians. 
In addition, there is a collection of 155 bound volumes and a 
pile of unbound offprints and preprints. Additions have been 
made corresponding to the interests of members of the Department, 
and the collection is maintained as a mathematical research 
library. 
Anyone who wishes to make use of Sir Edward’s papers should 
apply to Professor T.J. Willmore, Department of Mathematics, 
Science Laboratories, South Road, Durham DHl 3LE, England. 
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ARCHIVES OF MATHEMATICAL JOURNALS 
A Communication from J.D. Gray 
University of New South Wales 
Further to my query (HM 1, 448) regarding the availability 
of referees ’ reports and other correspondence relevant to papers 
submitted for publication, a few enquiries revealed the following: 
Acta Mathematics has retained all correspondence connected 
with submitted papers since 1957; naturally enough these are 
still considered confidential. Prof. Lars Hormander (the present 
editor) believes that the previous editor, Prof. N.E. Niirlund 
kept no records. On the other hand, Prof. M.G. Mittag-Leffler 
(editor from 1882 to 1926) did retain his correspondence re 
Acta Math., and it is available to scholars at the Mittag-Leffler 
Institute in Stockholm. 
Annals of Mathematics has retained all correspondence since 
1968 -- again considered confidential. All previous correspon- 
dence has been destroyed. The editors appear to have no policy 
on the matter. 
Journal fir die Reine und Angewandte Mathematik (Crelle). 
The editor, Prof. Helmut Hasse, has retained all relevant corres- 
pondence since 1937. There appears to be no trace of earlier 
correspondence. 
London Mathematical Society has retained some (perhaps all) 
correspondence, but deems it confidential. 
Mathematische Annalen. All correspondence has been destroyed. 
Mathematische Zeitschrift. The editors of this journal do 
have a definite policy: all correspondence is destroyed after 
the appearance of the paper. 
It should be mentioned that the highly structured refereeing 
system in operation today often had no counterpart in years gone 
by. Much of the refereeing was done by word of mouth, on an 
informal basis. 
